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This study aims to find the students’ perceptions of the English learning program 
in Euroweek foundation in Poland. The design of this research is a descriptive 
study. The respondents of this research were 100 students of Euroweek from the 
year 2019/2020. The researcher collected the data by using a questionnaire. From 
this research, it can be concluded that the students have positive perceptions of the 
program. It was proved by the total of students score that their motivation reached 
92,04%, their interest in the program reached 83,12%, and their satisfaction after 
joining the program was 87,32%. Moreover, the statement score of the motivation 
reached 95%, as for the interest aspect has great result with the score reached 
80,4%, and the satisfaction statement reached 87%. These total scores determine 
that the English learning program in Euroweek was significantly impactful for the 
students, mostly in improving their speaking and listening skill through its 
integrated activities. Also, with a great potential to provide rich opportunities for 
exchanging individual worldviews, promoting cultural understanding, experiencing 
personal growth, and as well providing the need in Poland for English proficiency 
improvement. 
 





Various methods were taken to master 
English, the old fashioned formal school is 
no longer the main platform to learn the 
language, many of the students nowadays 
could learn through any non-formal way, 
such as; English camp, online courses, 
seminars, workshops, exchange program 
and many more. With the nature of non-
formal education that is flexible and fun, it 
makes non-formal education attractive to 
students. Considering the high demand, 
many non-formal education organizations 
are established, one of them is the Euroweek 
Foundation in Poland. Described in 
euroweek.pl (2019), to date Euroweek has 
learning programs for each specific group; 
Euroweek for Primary, Junior High School, 
High School, University students and Global 
Village for adults who want to improve their 
English speaking skills and also learn about 
cultures from other countries. 
However, apart from the learning 
program, Euroweek also has a leadership 
program called the Youth Leader program and 
Euroweek for Professionals program, 
therefore this research is focused on the 
learning program for students only, as the 
researcher had done the observation while 
having an internship in Euroweek foundation 
for almost a year. From that observation, it is 
found that the learning environment was so 
unique, it is similar to an English Camp, but 
run by people from various countries, so both 
students and teachers are not speaking the 
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same native language. The learning program 
itself provides an open space to improve 
students' English speaking and develop their 
self-confidence by using different team-
building games, and workshops such as 
language, listening, role-playing, 
presentation techniques, motivational talks 
and group discussion with the multicultural 
facilitators/volunteers who has a role as a 
teacher in the program. It means the students 
will force themselves to understand and use 
English to communicate with the facilitators. 
In this condition, there is a higher chance of 
students acquire the English language from 
the facilitators during the full day course in 
the program.  
Cann (1992), in her dissertation about 
factors that affect the acquisition of English 
as a second language explained that affective 
factors such as motivation and attitude, also 
the role of formal instruction such as the 
climate of the classroom, the teachers, and 
the learning opportunity, those play an 
important role for students to acquire the 
language. As well as being responsible for 
creating the atmosphere in the classroom the 
teacher is also responsible for extrinsic 
motivation, for awakening interest and 
arousing the will to learn, for explaining in 
such a way that the student understands and 
for making learning tasks meaningful to the 
students. 
This phenomenon inspired the 
researcher to find out the students' 
perception about the program based on their 
experience in improving their English in 
such a setting in the Euroweek program. 
This study is in line with previous research 
conducted by Wighting, M. J., Nisbet, D. L., 
& Tindall, E. R. (2005) who studied about 
exploring a summer English language camp 
experience in China, they found that this 
type of English camp was beneficial to the 
students and both groups of teachers, 
Chinese teachers and the volunteers from the 
USA, as the camp provides a unique 
opportunity for participants to use English 
for authentic purposes. 
In another research conducted by 
Aswad (2017), the effectiveness of English 
camp (a model in learning English as the 
second language), found that there are 
different interests and abilities before and 
after learning English through English camp. 
English camp is a good activity that can 
effectively develop students' language 
learning. He proved that it provides a good 
opportunity for students to use English in 
several situations, and is taught through 
various activities, games, sings, etc. In this 
study, the phenomenon is happening in 
Poland, with the majority of the students were 
Polish people, and some from other countries 
such as Turkey, Azerbaijan and China, from 
primary to high school students taking the 
short English camp (4 to 10 days) in 
Euroweek with the learning facilitator from 
various countries along with their various 
accents. 
Mystkowska-Wiertelak, A., & Bielak, J. 
(2014) conducted a study on Polish students' 
perceptions of English as an international 
language, the result describes that the 
participants are aware of the lingua franca use 
of English and their aims surpass the mere 
ability to communicate basic messages. In the 
setting of Euroweek where the volunteers are 
diverse from different countries, the use of 
English becomes crucial and the English 
speaking of the students might be developed 
as they might acquire the language from their 
surroundings. Therefore, the researcher 
wanted to know what is their motivation in 
joining Euroweek program, the student's 
interest in the program activities, how 
satisfied they are after joining the program, 
and also the most and the least beneficial 
aspects of the program from the students' 
perception. Those curiosities are described 
through the perceptions of the students who 




According to Loeb et al (2017), 
descriptive research involves collecting data 
to test hypotheses or to answer questions 
concerning the current status of the subject of 
the study. A descriptive study explains and 
reports the way things are. Descriptive 
research is scientific research that describes 
events, phenomena or facts systematically 
dealing with a certain area or population. 
When approaching descriptive work, a 
researcher should first endeavour to recognize 
a phenomenon of interest (something that is 
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occurring in the real world). Respondent is 
needed in this research to describe the 
phenomenon completely, the respondents 
are Euroweek's students itself who 
experiencing the English learning activity in 
the program. The eligible participants are 
between the grades 7th to 12th and have 
taken at least one Euroweek course. 100 
students participated in answering the 
questionnaire.  
The data that used to conduct this 
research is by analyzing the qualitative data 
consisting of participants' reflections in a 
questionnaire. The questionnaire is 
distributed online, using the google form 
platform. The participants' reflection of the 
questionnaire is used as the main data to 
answer the research question. The 
questionnaire is divided into five parts, those 
are; students' background, motivation, 
interest in the program activities, 
satisfaction, and their testimony on the most 
and least beneficial aspects of the program 
along with their learning indication after 
taking the Euroweek English learning 
program. The writer analyzed the data based 
on the questionnaire that had been answered 
by the students. The steps of data analysis 
were as follows: 
1. Counting the students’ result in 
answering the questionnaire that using 
the Likert scale ranging from strongly 
disagree (1) to strongly agree (5). 
2. Put the score into formula below to 





f = The total score of the student 
N = The maximum score 
 
Determine the percentage of every 





The last, the researcher counted the result 
score of Strongly Disagree and Disagree 
perception to be the result for negative 
attitude, the Strongly Agree and Agree to be 
the result for positive attitude. Then, the 
researcher explained the result of data 
analysis. 
RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Result 
 The analysis of the finding in this 
research is limited to the questionnaire 
responses that were collected. The finding is 
explained into five sections; the students' 
background, their motivation in joining the 
program, their perceptions towards the 
program activities, their satisfaction, and 
their final perceptions about the program 
overall as the conclusion. 
 The first overarching question in section 
one aimed to identify students' exposure 
(ranging from age 12 to 19 years old) towards 
English language and English-camp-like 
programs. The data revealed that 47% of the 
total of 100 respondents have joined an 
English camp before joining the Euroweek 
program. Therefore, 92% of the students 
claimed that Euroweek is their first 
International English camp ever taken. As 
one of the efforts to master the English 
language, some students were taking the 
Euroweek program more than once. The data 
revealed that 51% of students taking 
Euroweek program for the first time, 22% for 
the second time, 12% for the third time, 5% 
for the fourth time, 4% for the fifth time, 1% 
for the sixth time, 1% for the seventh time, 
2% for the eight-time, 1% for the ninth time 
and 1% for the tenth time. This shows that 
half of the respondents tend to take the 
program more than once, which explained 
that they feel the impact for themselves after 
taking the program for the first time. The 
researcher discovered their reasons through 
their perceptions towards the program in the 
following findings. 
 The result from the students score 
analysis were students have a very strong 
motivation (92,04%) in joining the program, 
and their interest in the Euroweek designed 
activities is also very strong (83,12%). 
Moreover, their satisfaction after joining the 
program also shows a very high score 
(87,32%) which means almost all of them are 
very satisfied with the program. 
 The result from the most and least 
beneficial aspects section revealed that the 
most popular answers (44%), students 
claimed that the international volunteers 
were very impactful for their English 
development in the program. The second 
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highest score was the group discussions 
activity (42%), that they can practice their 
conversational skill among their peers and 
with the international volunteers. Then, the 
third-highest with 35% of the respondents 
testified that Euroweek workshops also 
helped them in improving their English. 
The rest of the testimony of the Euroweek 
aspects that beneficial for the students 
were; the country presentation (19%), 
cultural night (16%), drama performances 
(10%), group work (5%), integration (3%), 
and 1 % of oxford debate, tournament, fun 
learning, and being a host of the day. 
 The researcher also discovered the 
least beneficial aspects of the program, 
most of the students answered none (65%) 
of Euroweek aspect was least or not 
beneficial for them, however, 14% of the 
respondents answered that walking to the 
mountain was not useful for them as it was 
consuming so much time and the students 
might feel exhausted during the walk. The 
second least beneficial aspect was the disco 
polo (10%) at the end of the schedule, 
though the purpose of this activity was to 
bring the students together at the end of the 
activity, some students might feel tired 
after a full schedule of the day from the 
morning to the night. Then, dancing (4%) 
is also considered as least beneficial 
activity in the program. The last, the 
students testified that there was such a long 
lunch break (4%), that they wanted to use 
the time to talk more in English with the 
volunteers. 
 Moreover, the students also being 
asked to indicate their English learning 
experience through the Euroweek program, 
the majority of the students' indicate the 
high ratio of English learning they got from 
the Euroweek program. The range of 7 to 
10 is categorized as a very strong impact. 
This means the program is highly impacted 
them in learning the English language, 
through its international volunteers and its 
designed activities. 
 The second analysis is the researcher 
analyzed the score of each statement in the 









The total score of the students’ motivation 
based on the calculation is 95%. The 





𝑁 (𝑠𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟) 








𝑁 (𝑠𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟) 




100% = 29,2% 
 
The total of students’ motivation = SA + A = 
65,8% + 29,2% = 95% 
 
This result is indicated as very strong. It was 
because the students who register themselves 
on Euroweek program have a strong belief to 
improve themselves in speaking English. 
 
The next part of the statements is evaluating 
students interest towards the Euroweek 
designed activities. The data result is shown 
in the table below: 
 
Table 2: Number of Students Answering 




The total score of the Euroweek activities 
based on the calculation is 80,4%. The 





𝑁 (𝑠𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟) 








𝑁 (𝑠𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟) 




100% = 36,5% 
 
The total of students’ rate on Euroweek 
ativities = SA + A = 43,9% + 36,5%  
= 80,4 % 
 
Based on the data calculation above, the 
Euroweek activities got 80,4% which 
categorized as strong. This means the 
activities designed in Euroweek is 
impactful for the students in improving 
their English proficiency. 
The last part of the statements 
evaluation is the students’ satisfaction 
towards the program. The data result is 
presented below: 
 
Table 3: Number of Students 




The researcher got the total score by using 




𝑁 (𝑠𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟) 








𝑁 (𝑠𝑡𝑢𝑑𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑠 𝑛𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟) 




100% = 35,2% 
The total score of students’ satisfaction 
statements = SA + A = 51,8% + 35,2% = 
87%. 
 
The total score of the students’ satisfaction 
on Euroweek program based on the 
calculation is 87%, which categorized as 
very strong. this indicated that they were 
satisfied with the learning program at 
Euroweek that had met their motivation in 
joining the program, which are; to practice 
speaking more English to non-nationals, to 
understand the use of English, and be 
confident in speaking the language. 
 
Discussion 
From the analysis of data obtained from 
questionnaires, several preliminary 
determinations can be drawn. Foremost, 
participants in this study indicated that the 
camp was impactful in its primary objective 
of teaching English. When students were 
asked to identify the most beneficial aspect 
of the camp, they indicated practising and 
improving spoken English was the one.  
One of the most influential factors 
relating to the improvement of students' 
spoken English was the multifarious 
opportunities to practice spoken English with 
international facilitators through activities 
and personal interactions. Because this study 
was primarily descriptive in nature, no 
inferential formulated processes were 
employed and the amount of improvement 
for individual students or students as a group 
was not determined. Purely, this research is 
describing the students' perceptions towards 
the program. 
 Throughout the data analysis, the 
positive perception of the students' 
improvement in spoken English through the 
Euroweek Program may spring from a 
synergistic interaction of three elements:  
(a) the motivation in joining the program; (b) 
the students' perception of the activities in 
Euroweek that could catch the students' 
attention; and (c) the satisfaction of the 
students during and after joining the 
program. Like most other language camps, 
the Euroweek camp setting is removed from 
the everyday experiences of students and 
teachers alike, where many cultures meet in 
a novel setting to focus on spoken English, 
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provide students with realistic language 
experiences. The teaching and learning 
experiences were characterized by 
engagement and interaction during the 
activities in the camp, which helped the 
students increased their confidence to 
communicate globally. Since students and 
the international volunteers were involved 
in various activities and teaching-learning 
experiences from early in the morning to 
late in the evening, the opportunity to gain 
cultural and social knowledge and to 
practice spoken English was maximized, 
through the country presentation, 
workshops, and performances. 
 Therefore, this opportunity to interact 
with international volunteers from day to 
night for days had forced the students to 
speak English and acquired the language 
through the sociolinguistic approach. As 
Towell and Hawkins (1994) said that in the 
sociolinguistic approach the learners take 
their inspiration from the surroundings, and 
they form their L2 style and enter the 
grammar freely.  
This theory is proven by the data result 
that 86% of the students agreed that after 
meeting people from different countries, it 
makes them feel comfortable to speak 
English, and 80% of the students said that 
they feel motivated to speak English 
without worrying about the grammar. Thus, 
this language acquirement theory also 
strengthens by the evidence that 77% of the 
students testified that interacting with the 
volunteers has helped them to learn many 
new English words and understand their 
use and 96% become to understand the use 
of English as the tool of communication. In 
this point, they might have the additional 
approach to SLA, according to Towell and 
Hawkins (1994), which is universal 
grammar, where they unconsciously 
decided whether a sentence is correctly 
formed, as long as it is understandable by 
the other person. 
 To the designed activities in 
Euroweek, as reported in the study data, the 
students indicated that dramas, music, 
games, sports, conversations, workshops, 
country presentations, discussions and 
many other varied interactive learning 
activities with the international volunteers 
were the most helpful in facilitating 
improvement in their spoken English. 
Besides spoken English, the students also 
improving other skills of English such as 
listening, reading, and writing. These skills 
were delivered through the integrated 
approach in each activity in the program. For 
example, in the drama performance activity, 
the students were practising their writing 
skills as they try to write their dialogue in 
their script, reading skills when they were 
given the script to understand its plot, and 
also practising their speaking skills in the 
performance.  
Besides drama, the students also 
practising their listening skills through 
listening to various accents of English during 
the program. They also practice their 
listening by some activities like country 
presentations; where they try to understand 
what the speakers are saying about their 
country, group discussions; where they 
learned to listen and reply in the 
conversation, and workshops; where they try 
to listen and understand the work presented 
by their peers. Moreover, listening and 
speaking skills are continuously practised 
along with the program as they have to 
communicate with each other in full English. 
Additionally, apart from the four 
language skills, the non-formal activities at 
the camp were most likely to improve the 
attitude of the students towards the English 
language. It motivated the students to gain 
their confidence to talk and to present in 
public, to develop their public speaking 
skills, to socialize with people from all 
around the world and many other skills that 
they could boost in fun and engaging ways. 
Thus, a beneficial aspect of the Euroweek 
program is that it complements in a limited 
but distinctly different way the formalized 
school experience by allowing students to 
focus almost exclusively on interactive use of 
English. 
More importantly, the camp provides a 
unique opportunity for students to use 
English for authentic purposes. One of the 
primary manifestations of the authentic use 
of language at this program was in the 
building of relationships. The relationships 
were developed and strengthened on multiple 
levels: student to student, student to global 
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volunteer, and global volunteer to global 
volunteer. Considering the unique context 
of language camps, and the personal and 
social nature of the language learning 
process, it is speculated that the camps have 
potential as vehicles for promoting spoken 
language proficiency among the students.  
As evidenced in this study, overall the 
students had positive perceptions of 
learning English through the Euroweek 
program. Other primacy of the camp 
phenomenon is relationship building and 
personal and professional change that could 
be beneficial for the students in the coming 
years. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
This study has provided the 
opportunity to learn more about the 
dynamics within one language camp in 
Poland. We have seen that many benefits 
were gained from this camp and all 
students in the study indicated that the 
primary goal of the camp was 
accomplished that is to improve the 
English ability of the students, most 
importantly the speaking skill. Almost all 
of the students testified that they gained 
confidence in speaking English to the 
public through the workshops, group 
discussions and performances. Also, they 
improved their listening skill by listening 
to various accents of the volunteers and 
listening to the country presentations. As 
one of the goals of the program is to 
develop leadership within young people, 
the students also learned about leadership 
during the team building activities and 
managing their team in each performance. 
At the end of the program, the students 
understood the crucial purpose of English 
that is as a tool of communication.  
At the same time, the researcher 
offered valuable recommendations for 
making the camp experience more 
effective and meaningful.  It is 
recommended to (a) create more 
workshops or activities for the advanced 
learners; (b) as the students wanted to learn 
American or British accents, it would be 
better if the program provides more 
English native speakers; (c) adding some 
useful learning activity while walking to the 
mountain could be beneficial to students as 
they are learning and refreshing in nature; 
(d) disco polo at the end of the day can be 
replaced by other purposeful engaging 
activities once in a while, like making a 
bonfire and gathered in the yard. 
With these types of enhancements 
together with others that may be revealed by 
further research, the Euroweek program has 
a great potential to provide rich 
opportunities for exchanging individual 
worldviews, promoting cultural 
understandings, experiencing professional 
and personal growth, fostering meaningful 
and lasting friendships across cultures, and 
as well addressing the growing need in 




The following recommendations for 
additional study are offered: 
1. Replicate this study to Euroweek 
Foundation or in other English language 
camps in Poland to compare the results. 
This study needs to be replicated with 
the addition of quantitative measures to: 
a. determine the amount of 
improvement in spoken English 
proficiency, 
b. examine other aspects of the 
English camp phenomenon not 
measured in this study, such as the 
teaching method, camp facilities to 
support learning, etc., and- 
c. examine the amount of spoken 
English learned at language camps 
to determine whether the spoken 
language acquired at the camp is 
retained over time. 
 
2. Include measurement of the community 
since English camps, in general, have 
distinct characteristics such as offering 
a fresh context, release from the usual 
routine, a unified focus, choice to 
attend, a certain mystique of bonding 
among the participants and the forging 
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